
 
Myerstown Borough Council – Regular Meeting 

 Tuesday, December 11, 2018, 6:30 p.m. 

A regular meeting of the Myerstown Borough Council was held on Tuesday, December 11, 2018 at 6:30 
p.m. in the Council Room at the Myerstown Community Center, the President being in the chair and 
the Secretary being present. 

Present were: President Bryan L. Rittle, Vice President Michael D. Behm, President Pro Tem Park W. 
Haverstick, II, Councilmembers Eric L. Powell, Jeffrey L. Thomas, Ronald L. Ream, and Dana Reich, 
Mayor Gloria R. Ebling, Solicitor Frederick S. Wolf, Assistant Manager Barry A. Ludwig, Manager Michael 
R. McKenna, and Treasurer Lee C. Smith. 

The Chair opened the meeting at 6:30 p.m. and asked everyone to stand and recite the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 

Park W. Haverstick, II moved and Ronald L. Ream seconded to dispense with the reading of and approve 
the minutes of the previous month’s meetings held on November 12th and November 13th of 2018 as 
amended.  Motion carried. 

The Chair opened the floor for citizens’ and visitors’ comments. 

Dane Bicher of 425 Broad Street brought forth a couple questions about the 2019 budget.  Mr. Bicher 
asked what a residential rental unit license was.  Councilmember Haverstick explained that Council has 
been working on a residential rental licensing program where any property owner who rents his/her 
property for a residential purpose is charged a fee and subject to a property inspection.  Mr. Bicher asked 
about a situation where there may be a separate unit in the home but rent was not being charged.  
Councilmember Haverstick said it was something he had not thought of.  Solicitor Wolf made a 
comment that in many communities, they do not require a license for units that are rented out by a 
relative at no charge.  Mr. Bicher then asked what “IMH” stood for.  President Rittle responded that it 
stood for “Isaac Meier Homestead”.  Mr. Bicher asked what the Early Intervention Program Grant and 
Circuit Rider Program Grants were.  Mr. McKenna explained each program with examples of projects 
that had been completed under each grant.  Mr. Bicher asked about the Stormwater fee.  President Rittle 
explained that a stormwater fee would be put into place in 2019, and Councilmember Haverstick 
explained that the Borough must obtain an MS4 permit that includes a pollutant reduction plan to 
reduce the amount of sediment swept into the waterways by stormwater, and that the permit requires 
the Borough to complete certain projects that must be funded, and that the projects get more expensive 
with each permit cycle.  President Rittle noted that the Water Authority’s permit grew from $500 to 
$10,000 this cycle.  Mr. Bicher asked about the Foreign Fire Insurance expenditure line item.  Mr. 
McKenna explained that it is a contribution to the fire companies by the Commonwealth that is 
transferred to them via the Borough, and that he would see a corresponding line item under revenues 
for the same amount.  Mr. Bicher asked about the fire alarm operation line item.  Mr. McKenna explained 
that this was a fee paid to the County for emergency operations.  Mr. Bicher asked about the code 
enforcement officer line item, and who the code enforcement officer was.  President Rittle explained 
that they have not hired one, yet.  Mr. Bicher said he was pleasantly surprised to see a profit at the 
swimming pool.  Mr. Bicher asked where the money was to pay back the cost of the pool.  President Rittle 
explained that a portion of the pool profits go toward paying the general obligation note payment. 

Mr. Bicher went on to express concern about a light on the Bahney House building that is obstructing 
the view of the stop sign at the northwest corner of Main Ave and Railroad St for southbound traffic.  Mr. 
Bicher also expressed concern about a manhole cover that seems to be a couple inches below the surface 
level of the road.  Mr. Ludwig explained that the manhole belongs to Verizon, and they have not been 
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cooperating with the Borough to adjust the manhole in an expedient manner.  He also explained that 
the Borough will likely end up making the adjustment. 

John Wuensche spoke on behalf of Vicar Sawyer Myer of the Concordia Lutheran Mission located in the 
Evangelical Seminary and expressed that they are enjoying being a part of the community and explained 
their mission and commitment to the community.  

Mark Meyer of 26 N Railroad St made a request to Council for sewer billing relief from a water/sewer bill 
that was higher than normal because of a leak, and because a new meter was installed that was more 
accurately reading water usage compared to the previous meter which was not working properly.  Mr. 
Myer was concerned that he was not notified of the potential increase in the billed amount because of 
the meter replacement, and the high amount was unexpected.  Councilmember Haverstick explained 
that the precedent set by Council, and the way it has been done for years, is that relief has not been 
granted in these cases because the water was still used and treated, and that the cost of treating that 
water would have to be spread across all taxpayers if relief were granted.  Mr. Myer asked if Council had 
any reaction to comments by the Water Authority manager about not informing residents of a possible 
cost increase when meters are changed.  Councilmember Haverstick explained that if residents were 
told that their bill might go up when the meter is changed because they are more accurate, that no one 
would agree to have the meters changed and it would create a new set of problems where the Authority 
would be fighting with customers to get meters replaced.  Mr. Myer thanked Councilmember Haverstick 
for his explanation.  He then expressed thanks to the Council for everything that was done in the 
community for the 250th anniversary of the town, and for the revitalization efforts they have undertaken 
for the community. 

James Rittle of 210 S. Railroad St. reiterated the issue brought forth by Dane Bicher about the light on 
the Bahney House.  He said there used to be a rule in the zoning ordinance that sign lights couldn’t 
interfere with traffic.  President Rittle explained that this wasn’t light from a sign, it was just a light.  The 
manager agreed to look into the issue and to approach the property owner about resolving it.  Mr. J. Rittle 
expressed concern about a trailer across from his home that was on the street without being hitched to 
a vehicle, and that a car driving down the road swerved to miss it and hit his car. 

The Mayor presented her report to Council.  Mr. Powell expressed concern about the residents that are 
driving through town on a lawnmower as if it were a vehicle.  The other Councilmembers also shared 
their concerns.  President Rittle said the State Police have visited their home and pulled them over.  He 
asked the Mayor to call the State Police and ask if they can do more to keep them off the road.  
Councilmember Reich asked the Mayor to tell the police that there were two men at 10 E Mill Ave who 
asked two teens if they “wanted to buy crack”.  Ms. Reich expressed frustration that it seems the problem 
at that property is not being addressed, and drugs are continuing to be sold out of the property. 

The Code Enforcement Officer’s Report was presented to Council.  Council expressed concern with the 
improper gas main connection at 216 W. Carpenter Ave.  Mr. McKenna explained to Council that 
Lebanon County Planning Department is the appointed Building Code Official for the Borough, and it 
was difficult to get them to move on the issue.   

The following reports were presented to Council: Assistant Manager’s Report, Solicitor’s Report and 
Manager’s Report. 

Park W. Haverstick, II moved and Dana Reich seconded to pay the bills as submitted.  Motion carried. 
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Eric L. Powell moved and Michael D. Behm seconded to approve the 2019 General (Operating and Reserve), 
Wastewater Budgets (Operating and Reserve) and Special Budgets (Liquid Fuels, Unemployment, Pool, Street 
Light, Municipal Center).  Motion carried. 

Michael D. Behm moved and Dana Reich seconded to approve Ordinance (849) setting of the Real Estate 
Tax rate and Street Light Tax for 2019.  Motion carried. 

Park W. Haverstick, II moved and Michael D. Behm seconded to approve the following Resolutions:  
Resolution 2018-16 – 2019 Taxation Rates (Act 511), Resolution 2018-17 – Record Disposition, Resolution 
2018-18 – Check Signers, and Resolution 2018-19 – Document Signers.  Motion carried. 

Park W. Haverstick, II moved and Eric L. Powell seconded to approve the following Resolutions: 
Resolution 2018-20 – Appointment to Various Boards and Commissions, Resolution 2018-21 – 
Escalation Clause, and Resolution 2018-22 – Appointment of Auditor.  Motion carried. 

Michael D. Behm moved and Jeffrey L. Thomas seconded to approve the Audit Agreement with Stanilla, 
Seigel and Maser.  Motion carried. 

Ronald L. Ream moved and Dana Reich seconded to approve the following Resolutions: Resolution 
2018-23 – Appointment of Code Enforcement, Resolution 2018-24 – Appointment of Solicitor, 
Resolution 2018-25 – Fee Schedule, Resolution 2018-26 – Wage Resolution, Resolution 2018-27 – 
Appointment of Engineer, and Resolution 2018-28 – Appointment of Engineer for WWTF.  Motion 
carried. 

Eric L. Powell moved and Park W. Haverstick, II seconded to approve Resolution 2018-29 – Hazard 
Mitigation Plan.  Motion carried. 

Dana Reich moved and Michael D. Behm seconded to approve the 2019 meeting schedule for 
advertisement.  Motion carried. 

Ronald L. Ream moved and Eric L. Powell seconded to approve a payment request of $179,962.55 by the 
Redevelopment Authority of the County of Lebanon for the first payment request by Pennsy Supply, Inc. 
for the Railroad Street Improvement Project.  Motion carried. 

Park W. Haverstick, II moved and Michael D. Behm seconded to approve a request from Carol Boltz for 
a handicap parking space in front of 16 W. Washington Ave.  Motion carried.  Park W. Haverstick, II 
suggested that a yearly letter be sent to properties that have requested handicap parking spaces asking 
if they are still being used.  Eric L. Powell recommended that this could be a job duty of the new full-time 
code enforcement officer. 

Michael D. Behm moved and Park W. Haverstick, II seconded to approve the proposed lease agreement 
with the Harvest Bible Chapel Lancaster to lease portions of the ground floor and first floor of the 
Myerstown Community Center.  Motion carried. 

Park W. Haverstick, II moved and Michael D. Behm seconded to approve a request from a Borough 
resident at 306 S Cherry St for sewer billing relief.  Motion carried.  It was made clear that the reason for 
granting relief was because the property sustained substantial fire damage, and the homeowners would 
be out of the home for at least 6 months with the water turned off, therefore no water treatment would 
be necessary. 
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Council recessed the regular meeting and entered Executive Session at 8:17 p.m. to discuss personnel 
issues, legal matters, and the potential purchase of real estate. 

Council returned from Executive Session at 9:39 p.m. reconvening the regular session. 

Park W. Haverstick, II moved and Dana Reich seconded to approve a request for extension of times for 
gymnasium usage at the community center for the tennis program, and to increase the rate charged 
from $10 per use to $25 per use.  Motion carried. 

Eric L. Powell moved and Dana Reich seconded to approve a request for additional days for gymnasium 
use from the volleyball program.  Motion carried. 

Michael D. Behm moved and Ronald L. Ream seconded to approve a request by C.J. Wagner to have an 
address created for the retail building on his property separated from the current 110 W Lincoln Ave and 
identified as 112 W Lincoln Ave.  Motion carried. 

Park W. Haverstick, II moved and Michael D. Behm seconded to approve the request from the 
Evangelical Theological Seminary to host their 6th Annual Four Chaplain Run on Borough streets 
pending receipt of their Certificate of Insurance.  Motion carried.  

Eric L. Powell moved and Michael D. Behm seconded to approve the proposed wages for 2019 for 
Borough staff as recommended by the Administration & Finance committee and held on file at Borough 
Offices.  Motion carried. 

The Chair asked if there were any additional comments for the good of the borough.   

The Manager informed Council that a demonstration of new voting machines is being held at the 
Lebanon County Expo Center on Monday, December 17th between 3:00 P.m. and 8:00 P.M.  He also 
informed Council of a Pennsylvania State Borough’s Association webinar on the duties of borough 
council members. 

Michael D. Behm moved and Park W. Haverstick, II seconded to adjourn the meeting.  Motion carried. 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:42 p.m. 

       Respectfully Submitted,  

 

                                                                       
 Michael R. McKenna, MPA 

        Borough Manager/Secretary             

 


